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ASIA-EUROPE CLASSROOM NETWORK 

AEC PROJECTS FOR 2009 / 2010
PROJECT FACTSHEET

	PROJECT NAME: 

	WHAZZUP? 2009-2010


	

	PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR(S) (Name, Country and Email):

	Ms Sinikka Laakio-Whybrow

Kaarina Senior High School

Finland

Email: sinikkalw@gmail.com
Ms Merja Laine
Kaarina Senior High School

Finland

Email: merja.laine@kaarina.fi


	

	PROJECT MEMBERS (Name, Name of School, Country and Email):

	
	
	
	

	Name
	School
	Country
	Email

	Adrienne Webb
	St. Michael’s Holy Faith Secondary School
	Ireland
	awebbschool@gmail.com

	Marieta Alonso
	IES Juan del Enzina

	Spain 
	ealons9@gmail.com

	Janos Blasszauer

	Batthyany Lajos Grammar School
	Hungary
	bjohnny@chello.hu 

	Antonella Novello
	Istituto Tecnico Commerciale Statale ”Maria Lazzari”
	Italy
	antonella.novello@libero.it

	Antonella Rappini
	Istituto Tecnico Commerciale Statale ”Maria Lazzari”
	Italy
	antonella.rappini@tele2.it


	
	Istituto Tecnico Commerciale Statale ”Maria Lazzari”
	Italy
	solida@libero.it, cserenac@libero.it 

	Karin Kjaer

	Svendborg youthclub
	Denmark
	k_kjaer@mail.tele.dk 

	Maija Ojutkangas

	Messukyla Upper Secondary School
	Finland
	maija.ojutkangas@koulut.tampere.fi


	Jonina Altschuler

	Messukyla Upper Secondary School
	Finland
	jonina.altschuler@koulut.tampere.fi


	Kyungtak Kim
	Daejeon Foreign Language High School
	Korea
	ktkim87@hanmail.net


	Geeta Rajan
	St. Mark’s Senior Sec. Public School
	India
	geeta115@rediffmail.com


	Evangeline Magui
	Davao City National High School
	Philippines
	

	Siew Siew Chin

	Sekolah Sultan Alam Shah
	Malaysia
	chinsiewsiew@hotmail.com 

	Mimi Hairinna binti Abdul Hamid

	Sekolah Sultan Alam Shah
	Malaysia
	hairinna2004@yahoo.com 

	Norizan Md. Said
	Sabah Science Secondary School
	Malaysia
	saidnms@hotmail.com


	Wati Wardandi

	Al-Azhar Islamic High School
	Indonesia
	wardani_wati@hotmail.com

	
	
	
	

	

	PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

	Continuing the format we started with WHAZZUP? in 2008-2009 we have set up a new network for students to come together and share their interests, passion and learning.

URL: http://aecwhazzup2.ning.com
The project site includes a customizable profile page for each member, on which to introduce themselves and write messages to other members.

There is a discussion forum for students to start informal discussions on anything that takes their interest, and also for teachers to initiate discussions on certain topics.

Each member can also write more formal blog posts. This year there will be a special focus on blog posts to do with the AEC-NET theme of sustainable development, climate change and other environmental issues.

Further, each member can start separate groups to share an interest in a particular field of interest.

And finally, members can upload photos and videos to share.

A very important part of the project is guiding students how to create a positive digital footprint for themselves, to which end a set of constantly improved guidelines has been created. Teachers are guided to go through all these guidelines carefully with their groups before 'setting them loose' on the site. The guidelines will deal with responsible net behaviour and good netiquette, referencing through hyperlinks, copyright on the use of pictures or other online material, and, of course, how to express ideas intelligently and creatively enough to attract the attention of other members of the project. Intercultural communication skills are a central part of writing to authentic audiences in different countries.

This more open approach will enable flexible participation to suit the needs and plans of all participating teachers and their students or student groups. For example, the network can be used as a forum for independent study for especially gifted and motivated students to stretch their learning, or for project-based learning for a whole class. The open format also allows for work in any school subject. For example, teachers of any subject can engage a whole class in a unit to present their topics and learning in the network and to get reinforcement and ideas from students and teachers in other countries. The possibilities are endless really. 


	

	RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT:

	At the moment, many theories and practices are springing up about new ways of learning, particularly to do with different online tools and technologies. Most of us have certainly heard of ideas such as collective intelligence, PLNs (personal learning networks) or Web 2.0 tools in connection with education in the 21st century. It seems that schools and formal education are facing a lot of challenges with these developments.
The main objectives could be summed up in the following:

· Introduce students to a more professional-style network and guide them to create responsible online presences
· Give each student a voice to express themselves creatively

· Learn how to learn
· Develop students’ self-directedness and team learning skills

· Develop students’ sense of their own identity and culture

· Develop students’ ability to communicate with and understand people from other countries and cultures
· Develop students’ social skills and responsibility for commenting on and replying to what other people have shared

· Give students a chance to get to know and make friends with young people across Asia and Europe

· Also give teachers a chance to share thoughts about education and good practices 


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Students and teachers will all become members of an educational network set up on Ning.com. Each member is expected to be active in the following:

· Customize their own profile page
· Write blog posts, post Power Point presentations, share photos or videos – on anything that they feel passionate about, are concerned about or want to find out from the others. Topics can range from young people’s everyday lives to complex issues studied at school or seen/heard/read in the media.

· Be active in reading/studying content provided by others and commenting on it.

· Create groups with others on shared topics and join any other groups that they get interested in.

· Be active in the more informal chat on the discussion forum.

For many of you, this open format may sound intimidating. Not to worry, the joint theme of the project is simply LEARNING. We strongly believe that knowledge sticks better when learning is situated and self-directed. 

We hope that all participants will get into the flow of collective learning and find friends and peers to share important ideas with. There will be a core group of students in Kaarina Senior High School working on the project till the end of May 2010, so your students will be guaranteed replies. Hopefully, a momentum will build up and many others will turn out to be regular and eager contributors, too! Participation in this project can be organised as part of classroom work at school, or as independent study at home, or as a combination of both.


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Same as above.


	

	PROJECT TIMELINE:

	Duration 


	:
	10 months

	Start Date


	:
	September 2009

	End Date
	:


	June 2010

	

	WHICH ICT TOOLS/SOFTWARE WILL BE USED / NEEDED?

	· Internet connection

· camcorders

· digital cameras

· headsets


	

	DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL RESOURCES?

	No.


	

	STATUS FOR PROJECT MEMBERS
(Please indicate if your project is still open to new members or has stopped recruitment etc.).

	Open and flexible for new members.



. . . . .














































