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ASIA-EUROPE CLASSROOM NETWORK 

AEC PROJECTS FOR 2008 / 2009
PROJECT FACTSHEET

	PROJECT NAME: 

	WHAZZUP?


	

	PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR(S) (Name, Country and Email):

	Ms Sinikka Laakio-Whybrow

Kaarina Senior High School, Finland 

Email: sinikkalw@gmail.com
Ms Merja Laine

Kaarina Senior High School, Finland
Email: merja.laine@kaarina.fi


	

	PROJECT MEMBERS (Name, Name of School, Country and Email):

	
	
	
	

	Name

	School
	Country
	Email

	Spain
	Marieta Alonso


	I.E.S. Juan del Enzina
	ealons9@gmail.com

	Cyprus
	Andromachi Pieridou


	Kykkos B Lyceum
	an-pieridou@cytanet.com.cy

	
	Androula Yiallourou


	
	andriyia@yahoo.gr

	
	Michael Marcos


	
	Michaelmarcos45@yahoo.com

	France
	Petra Bartel-Schabram
	L’école allemande de Paris
	pbschabram@gmx.net

	
	Jochen Barth


	
	jo_barth@web.de

	Ireland
	Adrienne Webb
	St. Michael’s Holy Faith Secondary School
	awebbschool@gmail.com

	Italy
	Antonella Novello
	Istituto Tecnico Commerciale Statale ”Maria Lazzari”
	antonella.novello@libero.it

	
	Antonella Rappini


	
	antonella.rappini@tele2.it

	
	Francesco Maggiolo


	
	scambi@itcslazzari.it

	
	Antonella Solida


	
	solida@libero.it

	Malaysia
	Norizan Md. Said
	Sabah Science Secondary School
	saidnms@hotmail.com

	
	Datu Ramlee


	
	datulee74@gmail.com

	Malaysia
	Theresa Joseph

	SMJK Nan Hwa


	tjwkc566@yahoo.com

	
	Patricia Ang


	
	patricia.winterglade@gmail.com

	India
	Geeta Rajan
	St. Mark’s Sr. Sec. Public School
	geeta115@rediffmail.com

	
	Seema Arora


	
	mailtoseema_arora@rediffmail.com

	Philippines
	Robarto Binag
	Davao City National High School


	rbinag@yahoo.com

	Malaysia
	Cecellia Wong
	SMK Raja Chulan


	ceciliaks@yahoo.com

	Korea
	Kyungtak Kim
	Daejeon Foreign Language High School


	ktkim87@hanmail.net

	

	PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

	What is it like to be young in Asia and Europe today? What are the young concerned and passionate about in their daily lives? What has really caught their interest in their studies at school, or in the media? What do they want to learn about and discuss with other young people in the participating countries? This project provides an opportunity to share ideas and learn together. 
Our project is a small move into experimenting with new ways of learning. We want to give our students the chance to develop their understanding of what they are learning by sharing their interests, passions and concerns with other young people in different countries. We believe that by doing so, first externalising and conceptualising their learning and then getting feedback and responses from others, they will be able to gain a deeper understanding of whatever it is they are studying.

While sharing and learning, students will also be exposed to an international network environment and learn valuable online skills for their future lives. They will be taught responsible net behaviour and good netiquette manners, referencing through hyperlinks, copyright through the use of pictures or other online material, and of course how to express ideas intelligently and creatively enough to attract the attention of other members of the project. Naturally, intercultural communication skills will be a big part of the project, too.
This more open approach will enable flexible participation to suit the needs and plans of all participating teachers and their students or student groups. For example, the network can be used as a forum for independent study for especially gifted and motivated students to stretch their learning, or for project-based learning for a whole class. The open format also allows for work in any school subject. For example, teachers of any subject can engage a whole class in a unit to present their topics and learning in the network and to get reinforcement and ideas from students and teachers in other countries. The possibilities are endless really. 


	

	RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT:

	At the moment, many theories and practices are springing up about new ways of learning, particularly to do with different online tools and technologies. Most of us have certainly heard of ideas such as collective intelligence, PLNs (personal learning networks) or Web 2.0 tools in connection with education in the 21st century. It seems that schools and formal education are facing a lot of challenges with these developments.
The main objectives could be summed up in the following:

· Introduce students to a more professional-style network and guide them to create responsible online presences
· Give each student a voice to express themselves creatively

· Learn how to learn
· Develop students’ self-directedness and team learning skills

· Develop students’ sense of their own identity and culture

· Develop students’ ability to communicate with and understand people from other countries and cultures
· Develop students’ social skills and responsibility for commenting on and replying to what other people have shared

· Give students a chance to get to know and make friends with young people across Asia and Europe

· Also give teachers a chance to share thoughts about education and good practices 


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Students and teachers will all become members of an educational network set up on Ning.com. Each member is expected to be active in the following:

· Customize their own profile page
· Write blog posts, post Power Point presentations, share photos or videos – on anything that they feel passionate about, are concerned about or want to find out from the others. Topics can range from young people’s everyday lives to complex issues studied at school or seen/heard/read in the media.

· Be active in reading/studying content provided by others and commenting on it.

· Create groups with others on shared topics and join any other groups that they get interested in.

· Be active in the more informal chat on the discussion forum.

For many of you, this open format may sound intimidating. Not to worry, the joint theme of the project is simply LEARNING. We strongly believe that knowledge sticks better when learning is situated and self-directed. 

We hope that all participants will get into the flow of collective learning and find friends and peers to share important ideas with. There will be a core group of students in Kaarina Senior High School working on the project till the end of May 2009, so your students will be guaranteed replies. Hopefully, a momentum will build up and many others will turn out to be regular and eager contributors, too! Participation in this project can be organised as part of classroom work at school, or as independent study at home, or as a combination of both.



	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Same as above



	

	PROJECT TIMELINE:

	Duration: 
	7 months



	Start Date:
	November 2008



	End Date:
	End of May 2009



	

	WHICH ICT TOOLS/SOFTWARE WILL BE USED / NEEDED?

	· Ning network on the Internet.

· Digital

· Cameras

· Video cameras



	

	DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL RESOURCES?

	No



	

	WOULD YOU LIKE AEC TO SET UP A MAILING LIST FOR YOUR GROUP?

	Yes, please.




. . . . .














































