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	PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

	Aims

New Vistas is a project which aims for a teacher and a student exchange. It is also about cultural exchange but it is taking a step backwards, regarding its first phase. This is done, since; when we work on developing projects and pedagogy we sometimes tend to forget the base. The base for a cultural exchange has to be awareness of what culture really is. Therefore the first step within this project aims at defining the concept of CULTURE!

Within this project students will learn what culture is, learn more about their own culture, get to know unfamiliar cultures and by doing so they will discover NEW VISTAS!

New Vistas also aims at developing skills connected to the pedagogy of entrepreneur learning. 

Entrepreneur Learning

This way of looking upon education and students is prominent in Sweden, at the moment. This is worked upon and developed at John Bauer College.

This pedagogy aims at developing useful skills, which are asked for from the business world. These skills are among others: creativity, cooperation, interest, responsibility and power of initiative. New Vistas aims at developing these skills!

The importance of students

The base of New Vistas is compiled of the students themselves: In small groups they will define the concept of culture (step 1), in small groups they will choose what to present from their own culture and how to present it in order to make a nice presentation of their own country (step 2), in small groups they will choose what to experience from another culture (step 3). They will work a lot in smaller groups in order to enhance their ability of cooperation and in order to increase the feeling of responsibility stretching further than to an individual level. All work will be posted on the platform. As step 4 they will discuss and compare cultures in mixed groups and as the final step there will be a cultural quiz. Here cooperation and responsibility not only cross boundaries from an individual to a group perspective but also from a national to a global perspective. Hence students will be a part of deciding what to learn and how to learn. They will be able to choose aspects according to their interest and by doing so they will feel like they are important to their own learning process and there is a possibility of their thoughts, ideas, power of initiative and creativity to come forward. 

Therefore students will be both the creators and the participants of New Vistas. Teachers will work as guides and help students developing their ideas and thoughts and also help them to seek the knowledge needed. 

Teachers will be able to, via a forum of discussion, to confer and share how the students react towards this way of learning. We will also be able to share our different ways of teaching in connection to these entrepreneur skills. This, we will be able to do, while students work on this project. Hence also teachers will be able to discover New Vistas!


	

	RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT:

	The base is the students themselves. By working from their perspectives, ideas and thoughts they will be able to enhance and increase their cultural awareness by being the creators and the participants. Hence students will be the “owners” of their own learning and be able to deciding what to learn and how to show what they have experienced. Room for being creative is also the base for the participating students’ work. By presenting their own culture, and taking part of others, students will experience positive parts in other cultures and learn to appreciate cultural diversity and increase their global awareness. Students will also discuss differences. By increasing the visibility among cultures students will be able to notice that by international contacts you are able to make a difference, discuss important matters that will be of importance regarding a long-term perspective when developing the understanding in the world. But we must remember to have fun while working!


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM THE ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Introduction:
January and February 
Post a short introduction of the groups and the definitions of CULTURE. The groups read each other's definitions of culture and post their redefined definition and their four areas of culture to be presented to the other groups. 
Level 1: March
The groups present their areas on the web. Creativeness is appreciated. Movies, photos, stories, games etc are all fun ways of presenting areas of culture. 
Level 2: April and May 
Students will experience other cultures, by reading presentations and experiencing an area for real. For example, cooking according to presented recipes or celebrating a holiday or tradition according to another culture. Students will be discussing important aspects by having pen pals from a different culture. Finishing off the project The groups will be tested on the amount of knowledge they have acquired about other cultures. The winning group will be awarded by the other groups sending a gift representing their culture.


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM THE EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Same as above


	

	PROJECT TIMELINE:

	Duration: 

	5 months                     

	Start Date:


	15 January 2009


	End Date:
	15 June 2009


	

	WHICH ICT TOOLS/SOFTWARE WILL BE USED / NEEDED?

	Participants will need Internet Access and a spelling and writing programme to be able to take part in this project.

To make this project more vivid and more fun it is a plus if the schools are able to do filming and take photos to post on the platform of the project. But this is not required as a must.


	

	DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL RESOURCES?

	No


	

	WOULD YOU LIKE AEC TO SET UP A MAILING LIST FOR YOUR GROUP?

	Yes.
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