[image: image1.jpg]NET




ASIA-EUROPE CLASSROOM NETWORK (AEC-NET)
PROJECTS FOR 2008/2009
PROJECT FACTSHEET

	NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS:

	Ms Maija Ojutkangas, Finland
maija.ojutkangas@koulut.tampere.fi
Ms Jonina Altschuler, Finland   
jonina.altschuler@koulut.tampere.fi





	

	NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF HIGH SCHOOL OR SECONDARY SCHOOL:

	Messukylä Upper Secondary School
Hanhenmäenkatu 2

33560 Tampere

Finland



	

	COUNTRY:

	Finland


	

	PROPOSED PROJECT NAME:

	Mastering Media – Fact or Fiction? The Truth Behind Reality TV.



	

	SUMMARY / BRIEF DESCRIPTION ABOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT

	This project is mainly aimed at senior high school students (16-19-year-olds).

All the work will be done on our open source Moodle platform.

These days, the media offers more and more reality programmes on TV. What is the attraction and how well are young people equipped to interpret and analyse this reality TV phenomenon and the participating audience?  

Young people need to learn how to filter, analyze, and evaluate media more effectively. Most importantly, they need to be guided to be critical about the ways in which the media hooks them to watch reality shows day after day. They need to be conscious of the fact that "seeing is not believing". Today’s digital technologies frequently make it difficult for us to discern illusion from reality, fact from fiction. 

In particular, we want our students to compare reality shows (using eg Big Brother as research material) in different countries, and to try and give an account of the reaction to the shows in their respective countries. Further, analysing a global TV format together will help students to see the power of the mass media in “selling entertainment” based on one single idea. It would also be interesting to find out about the reasons why some people want to participate in these shows. We will look into what kind of impression the participants give about the culture in question – or are we more likely to find universal patterns of behaviour?


	RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT:

	We are interested in the dynamics between the (media) production, the participants and the audience in modern media environment. Also the concepts of morality, scandal or hype are relevant to our project.


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Participants have to contribute in the following areas:

· Students will write a self-portrait and get to know the platform and each other. 

· Presentation of the various Reality TV-shows in their countries.
· Choosing one or two of the most popular reality shows and introducing them to all the participants.
· Comparing and analyzing all the elements of the show (format, contents, participants, audience, outcome…) with the help of a set of questions provided by the co-ordinators.
· Summarizing the results of the analyses
· Creating their own format for a reality show (what?, why?, where?, who?, how long?)
· Commenting on each other’s creations
· On-line feedback session


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Same as above



	

	MINIMUM NUMBER OF SCHOOLS/STUDENTS INVOLVED:

	5 - 6 schools, about 200 students


	

	PROPOSED DURATION OF PROJECT (PLEASE STATE TENTATIVE START AND END DATE):

	Duration: 5 months
Start date 19 January 2009
End date 15 May 2009


	

	ICT TOOLS / SOFTWARE REQUIRED: 
	
	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED:

	On-line access

	
	None


. . . . .














































