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ASIA-EUROPE CLASSROOM NETWORK (AEC-NET)

PROJECTS FOR 2008/2009
PROJECT FACTSHEET

	NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS:

	Mr Rajendran K Sethuraj
Millennia Institute

Tel:  +65-63023700
Fax: +65-63023767
Email: rajendran_k_sethuraj@moe.edu.sg / sethukrishna@hotmail.com


	

	COUNTRY:

	Singapore


	

	PROPOSED PROJECT NAME:

	Business and Recession (BnR)  


	

	SUMMARY / BRIEF DESCRIPTION ABOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT

	PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Aim
The Business and Recession (BnR) project is designed to identify two companies – run by locals or foreign entrepreneurs - in each participating country and compare the impact of economic recession and what measures taken to overcome it. This will help to create resources for cross-country business related case studies which can be used to help students to understand other countries socio-economic and cultural diversity and to develop life-skills to prepare them to work in a global environment. 

Approach
Stage 1 : To identify students and to establish working relationship between them.

Stage 2 : Identify  two businesses – local company and Multi-national Company. Assist students to research on the following: company profile, target market, nature of product, market share, employment data, revenue etc. 
Stage 3 : Students in their groups will analyse and evaluate the research data to better understand the company, the impact of recession in terms of revenue, employment, market share etc. Identify the main problem(s) faced by the company concerned. Students also review the similarities and differences between the local company and MNC company in terms of the impact of recession, company responses to tackle recession.
Stage 4 : Students will propose their strategies that they think can help the company to overcome the problems arising due to recession. They will present in the capacity of Top management staff of the company. Other students in the groups will represent various stakeholders to review and comment on the proposed solutions.

Stage 5 : Students will submit a written report, video of the “mock AGM session” and their reflections.  
Outcomes
Students will upload their project findings in the secured project site on regular basis to gather feedback and comments from their fellow counterparts. They can submit their findings in word documents, videos, photos etc which are acceptable formats for projects to be shared. Students will review the submissions from the different countries and discuss them in class. They will then be invited to comment on the finished submission work using the discussion forum in which they will be expected to express informed opinions, compare and contrast their own findings with those of their partners in the other countries. 


	

	RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT:

	1. To raise awareness about the environmental impact of industry and business locally and globally.

2. To create awareness among participants about the similarities and differences between industry and business in the different regions of the world.

3. To provide globally based interesting real case study materials for teachers to use in classroom teaching to provide students authentic learning experiences. 
4. To foster international friendship while developing students’ communication and research skills through a virtual learning environment.



	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM THE  SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Students:  

· Will participate in on-line forums and use different features of the platform for communication 
· Research, planning and collaborative work

· Reflection and feedback of the submissions of other students
Teachers:

· Will monitor students’ work, encourage and develop their skills in research and communication

· Will be asked to discuss and comment on submissions as part of evaluation of the projects 


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM THE SINGAPORE PROJECT COORDINATOR:

	· Support for and monitoring of VLE, supply of secure login and password details to schools

· Provide supportive assistance – materials, coordinating submissions and findings, developing and writing of mini case studies for classroom teaching.

· Writing an end of year report on the project 



	

	MINIMUM NUMBER OF SCHOOLS/STUDENTS INVOLVED:

	Targeting about 10 schools 


	

	PROPOSED DURATION OF PROJECT (PLEASE STATE TENTATIVE START AND END DATE):

	Duration: Eight months
Start Date: Late Jan  2009
End Date: July 2009


	

	ICT TOOLS / SOFTWARE REQUIRED: 
	
	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED:

	· Computers with Internet access

· Digital cameras 
· Video and/or audio recording equipment
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