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ASIA-EUROPE CLASSROOM NETWORK (AEC-NET)
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PROJECT FACTSHEET

	NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS:

	Ms Huang Shijun

Teacher

Millennia Institute

Email: huang_shijun@moe.edu.sg / ewait05@yahoo.com.sg
DID: +65-63023740
Ms. Valerie Joan Baptist

Teacher

Millennia Institute

Email: valeriebaptist@yahoo.com
DID: +65-63023728


	

	NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF HIGH SCHOOL OR SECONDARY SCHOOL:

	Millennia Institute

60, Bukit Batok West Avenue 8

Singapore 658965
Tel: +65-63023700


	

	COUNTRY:

	Singapore



	

	PROPOSED PROJECT NAME:

	My Urban Utopia - The Ideal City


	

	SUMMARY / BRIEF DESCRIPTION ABOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT

	Aim: To enable students to have an understanding of living conditions in cities across Asia and Europe. 

Stage One: Preliminary Data - Gathering and Research

Urban processes and the consequent structure of cities around the world are unique and different. The urban structure of a city may be a result of certain phenomena such as globalisation and the infiltration of MNCs, or because of specific policies implemented by the government. 

With the guidance of their teacher(s), students will attempt to map out the urban structure of their own city. Their maps should include a city core, the suburbs, the industrial or business areas and other plausible land uses of city space which may help define the urban structure. 

The images/videos of students’ interpretation of the urban structure of their cities/towns will be posted online to enable participating students and teachers in other parts of the world to gain introductory knowledge about the various cities/towns. 

Stage Two: What are the processes and policies that led to the resultant urban structures in my city/town? 

Students will conduct their research with the following questions in mind:

1)
What are the urban phenomena that are on-going in my city now? (E.g. rapid industrialisation, suburbanisation, counter-urbanisation, re-urbanisation, gentrification, ghettoisaton, urban re-imaging)

2)
How did these processes occur, and what caused them to occur? 

3)
What effects do these phenomena have on urban dwellers? 

4)
What role did the government play in dealing with these effects? How did the government deal with any problems that arised? Were the problems resolved successfully? 

With the help of their teacher(s), students will draw out an action plan to gather data and information. For example, teachers can guide students on the type of data and information they should gather and how they should go about collecting their data and information. The information and data may be from secondary sources, such as texts, policy documents, newspaper articles or magazines; or primary data such as interviews and observations, with photos and videos to substantiate their observations and findings. 

Students can post their data and information such as pictures, podcasts and readings online so that their counterparts in the other cities will be able to access the information. 

Through this process, students should also try to note down the difficulties that they have encountered. 

Stage Three: Sharing of results

After conducting the research, students will organise and share the results of their findings. Each team of students can choose any of the following means for sharing among the AEC participating schools. The list is not exhaustive. 

•
A podcast to be posted online 

•
A video newscast/documentary to explain the urban processes that their city/town has gone through.  

•
A blog which can include pictures, music and personal reflections on the findings of the interviews they have conducted and from other research materials as well 

•
Interactive PowerPoint slideshow 

•
A webpage which can include pictures, music, actual video clips of interviews. 

Stage Four: My urban utopia

All participating students from various schools will form 5 teams, each team consisting of members from different schools i.e., team members should be of different nationalities. Through interacting and collaborating on online portals, students will then decide as a team, their urban utopia. 

Groups should identify the main problems related to urban development (e.g. income, housing, health, employment etc.). They will then nominate a country which has successfully overcome such problems. Groups should also examine the methods adopted by their chosen country and explain how and why it was successful in overcoming the problems. Groups may extract data and information from the work that each school team had previously completed (on their own cities/towns), in order to present their arguments. 

The arguments should focus on how city officials or authorities have resolved issues and how much improvements they have made in the chosen criterion. 

After the teams have presented their chosen cities, other teams can then try to refute the claims on the online forums, at the end of which, all teams will vote for the team they think has the best argument (teams are not allowed to vote for themselves). 


	

	RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT:

	‘My Urban Utopia’ aims to allow students to look beyond their own cities and countries, thereby garnering a more nuanced view on the heterogeneity of the countries within Asia and Europe. They will also be able to have an insight on the problems and issues faced by cities in the developed countries and less-developed countries and understand the complexities in solving these issues. Furthermore, students can be trained and exposed to different research methods and skills in the process. 



	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	1)
Research on the urban structure, problems and policies in their city/town of choice. 

2)
Share these insights via chosen media/platform with the rest of the participating schools. 

3)
Collaborate with the rest of the students from Asia and Europe to form a debate team in the quest to unearth the qualities and conditions needed for an ‘Urban Utopia’.


	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Research on the urban structure, problems and policies in their own countries.



	

	MINIMUM NUMBER OF SCHOOLS/STUDENTS INVOLVED:

	4 schools



	

	PROPOSED DURATION OF PROJECT (PLEASE STATE TENTATIVE START AND END DATE):

	5 months

Start Date: January 2008

End Date: May 2008



	

	ICT TOOLS / SOFTWARE REQUIRED: 
	
	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED:

	· Online Hosting Websites

· Podcasting software: GarageBand or Audacity 

· Microsoft office applications: PowerPoint, Word

	
	N.A.















































