[image: image1.wmf] 


3rd ASIA-EUROPE CLASSROOM (AEC)

INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE

PROJECT EVALUATION FORM

[image: image2.wmf] 

NAME OF PROJECT:

NAME OF PROJECT COORDINATOR (please include the name of your school):
NAME OF PROJECT MEMBERS (please include the name of their schools):
PROJECT DESCRIPTION (objectives and content of the project):


PROJECT DESCRIPTION (continued): 


DESCRIBE THE PROCESS OF COMPLETING YOUR PROJECT: 


DIFFICULTIES FACED DURING THE COMPLETION OF YOUR PROJECT (if any):


PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES:

PARTICIPATING STUDENTS (number of students, their countries, and their age group):

HOW DID THE STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM YOUR PROJECT?

HOW DID YOU AND YOUR GROUP MEMBERS BENEFIT FROM THIS PROJECT?


ANY PLANS TO CONTINUE OR EXPAND ON YOUR PROJECT?


Peace Project





Akira Nakajima ( Eniwakita Senior High School, Japan )





Sinikka Laakio-Whybrow (Kaarina Senior High School, Finland)


 Merja Laine ( Kaarina Senior High School, Finland )


 Peter ostman (Skole School, Sweden)


 Anitha Kerstin Wikander (Skole School, Sweden)� Sopyan Molana Kosasih Maolana Suliana ( Sekolah Berwawasan International MADANiA, Indonesia)� Wady Afriadi ( Sekolah Berwawasan International MADANiA, Indonesia)� Yeni Artanti (Sekolah Berwawasan International MADANiA, Indonesia)


 Muallim (Sekolah Berwawasan International MADANiA, Indonesia)


 Khasan (Sekolah Berwawasan International MADANiA, Indonesia)


Leonora Anne Peers (Garden International School, Malaysia)� Alvin Chua(St.Joseph’s Institution, Singapore)� Janet Kwok(St.Joseph’s Institution, Singapore)� Apolonia Flores Soriano (Parañaque National High School, Philippines)





The original concept was given birth several years before the AEC 2003,  Bogor. Some challenges were made as collaboration between Mr.Nakajima, Japan and Ms.Whybrow, Finland. It was simple as to let a girl student draw illustrations on the story from Finland, but it was enough to realize the potential of it. Thereafter the experience inspired them to enhance it further as a project of AEC, and the proposal was honored to gain interests of 7 countries, finding its place on the list among other projects. 


Objectives of our project are: A) deepening students understanding of peace and help them become active peacemakers, B) fostering students’ empathy toward each other, and C) the Collaboration with other groups of students. We provided our students several activities to achieve these objectives:


1: Letter ‘PEACE’ with doves  ( see � HYPERLINK "http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/PeaceTop.htm" ��http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/PeaceTop.htm� ) 


You see several cute illustrations read as ‘PEACE’ with doves flying in the air. The member students created all of them. At the beginning of the activity, it played an important role as a counteract measure for decreasing motivation. Being away from each other and wondering what it would be like to start intercultural activity, these symbols on the web came to be an icon that proves our friendship. 





1st stage (end of January)


a: Each member group creates its web page and send its web address to the chief-coordinator. The links are created with top page so that visitor can navigate easily. 


b: Student's profiles put on the web page. 


c: Peace composition. 


d: Top page collaboration


   ( P – Japan / E – Sweden / A – Finland / C – Indonesia / E – Malaysia / dove(s) - Singapore, Philippines )





2nd stage (end of February)


   Students prepare 6 peace (or non-peace) stories. The stories can be poem, imaginary story or documentary. All stories prepared, each group send each story to the rest of the member groups. Then students draw illustrations along with them. Each can ask to the original group of students if they find some troubles or difficulties in drawing illustrations. 





3rd stage (end of April)


Exhibiting their illustrations on each web page. This means that the other students can take a look at the illustrations based on their own stories. They also write peace composition for their self-evaluation, knowing what they learnt from the project activity.





4th stage (optional)


Exhibition at the school event.








1) The gap of academic year in each school


     This has been anticipated since the first stage, and it surely did as we were afraid of. Each school has different academic year with exam-schedules or holidays, but nothing can prevent this. For example, the communication at the students’ forum ( see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/netiquette.htm" ��http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/netiquette.htm�) started smoothly and was thought to be a success until we see their absence because of their holiday or exam term though others were waiting for their replies. Some students were unable to get access to the web page at home, or others might need help of teachers in composing English. To avoid these troubles, we checked out our academic calendar beforehand only to find it in vain. 


 (see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/AcademicCalender.htm" ��http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/AcademicCalender.htm�). 


2) Periodical newsletter against decline of motivation


The project isn’t necessarily linked with the lessons we teach in class. (Except for the practices of Singapore and Sweden) This haunted us sometimes, as it can be an optional task or even a burden in our daily routine. Therefore it is indispensable, I felt, to keep our motivation higher to survive through a yearlong project, which made me publish the periodical newsletter. The number of it has reached to 22 and the members praise it, too. The newsletter contained mostly how other teachers/students were doing and what activity would be next. Most of us replied if necessary. Also Let me remind you of Sven, who is really kind enough to build up a mailing list for us and did its maintenance, not yielding to the continuous attack by viruses. 


( see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.roter-pullover.de/pipermail/peace/" ��http://www.roter-pullover.de/pipermail/peace/� )





The number of country participating our project diminished from 7 to 6, because of the retire of Ms. Soriano, the teacher of Paranaque National High School, Philippines. She had not choice but to give up working because of her pregnancy, (she tried to ask other teachers in her office to continue the project, but she couldn’t find one to help her.) But the number of coordinators has been increasing as members talked about the interests to their colleagues in their office. We gained new members; the number of it has reached to the total of 13 from the original 10.


Participating counties


Indonesia / Malaysia / Japan / Finland / Sweden / Singapore


Special Advisers


   Steen Lassen( Denmark ) / Tablani Yunis ( Indonesia ) / Janet Kwok( Singapore )





Japan ( 13 students. Age from 16-18, most of them belong to the student council in responsible for the school festival in which peace exhibition will participate, a student graduated, though)


Finland ( 15 students. Age from 16-19, some graduated, though)


Indonesia ( 30 students. Age from 12-14)


Malaysia ( 42 students who belong to the interact club in Garden International school. )


Singapore (33 students. Age from 13 to 14. All the activities are linked to their lesson based on the school curriculum!)


Sweden( 10 students. Age from 10-13, also the activities is done as a part of their lesson)








The “Peace” was, and has been, a tactical word among any other concepts of the project. Being a universal appearance, we easily get beyond the diversity such as religion, culture, or race. So it helps us directly dive into the project issue.


Fostering youth’s endurance or creativity 


Students found reading/writing stories fun, though some of non-native English speakers found it hard to read them. But it was quite a discovery that those who struggled in reading/writing stories tended to love the activity all the more for its difficulties. And yet, some groups in Singapore tried other than illustration such as illustrated poem or puppet-shows. These are surely the proofs that our activity has its potential in fostering youth’s endurance or creativity.


More activities inspired by the project  � HYPERLINK "http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/Pflag_malaysia.htm" ��http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/Pflag_malaysia.htm�


Some members were inspired by the project or found a link with their school event, and started their own activities, such as “peace photo competition” or “peace flag collaboration” between Japan and Malaysia. This will be exhibited at the school event in the Garden school, Malaysia.


Common sense beyond diversity 


Though language barrier between natives & non-natives weren’t avoidable, many students enjoyed communication via students’ forum. There they realized that sense of peace is not so diverse among members with various differences. 





Flexibility of the project 


As we all realized, this project can be introduced to any subjects, not only language and art, but also music, dance or even history. Therefore any teachers of specialized skills can contribute with their own field. More than anything else, the task can be shared easily among students regardless of the number. This is a critical factor for us teachers: the flexibility, through which we can observe students carefully and give them proper instructions. 


But more than anything else, we enjoyed our friendly relationship. That must have also been the magic of this project. The flexibility gave us cozy atmosphere and we all enjoyed email exchanges frequently. ( total number of emails exchanged among us reached to 420!) Through these frequent communication that we found one good idea after another.


Fostering youth’s creativity


     Some said they’d been afraid of English but won’t be pressured with it anymore with cheerful smiles. In fact, “English” was thought to be a menace for its exam & evaluation. This example gave us an important lesson: We need to focus on the students’ creativity, and let them realize the pleasure of learning. As Ausbel, the U.S. psychologist, says in his analysis that every youth was born with inner needs for being praised, for collaboration, for self-expression, for manipulation, and for knowledge, each of them can be brought about through the peace project





We haven’t talked about the project to be continued yet, but we won’t be silent at conference in Germany, for sure. Some modification can be put on the procedure but the original concept won’t change. To be flank, I don’t mean to prepare concrete plan or to expand our project so far.  As I learnt in this project, complete manual for a project sometimes looks beautiful, but it can be risky as none of us can see the details of condition of each member. My conclusion is that the contents should be in the bare minimum and the procedure has to be on the hands of each teacher as much as possible, which has also been the key factor for our creating cozy atmosphere. This is what I learnt from the 2003 peace project. 





    2: Stories for illustrations 


 This activity is the main part of our project: Each group of students writes peace stories and exchanges them among member groups. The contents are totally on the hands of the students’ idea, such as imaginary story, poem, or documentary, for example. That means each group receives 6 peace stories from the rest. After that, they draw illustrations along with it like the ones you see in picture book for youth. There are more than 30 stories in all. See some at the address as examples.  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/peace_stories_main.htm" ��http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/peace_stories_main.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kaarina.fi/lukio/finland.htm" ��http://www.kaarina.fi/lukio/finland.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://w1.601.telia.com/~u60113475/subpage.html" ��http://w1.601.telia.com/~u60113475/subpage.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/Yeni_contents.htm" ��http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/Yeni_contents.htm�


3: Creating web page linked with the top page � HYPERLINK "http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/PeaceTop.htm" ��http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/PeaceTop.htm�


Each group of students is to create a web page to announce their information or exhibit their works. The web mainly contains: A) self-introduction of member students, B) peace compositions, C) peace stories for other member groups, D) Illustration for the foreign stories. 


In the course of discussion among teachers, we let our students introduce the origin of their name in their self-introduction page. You’ll see all the contents via our web page.


4: Forum for students � HYPERLINK "http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/netiquette.htm" ��http://www.jade.dti.ne.jp/~akirana/netiquette.htm�


Students are encouraged to write on the students’ forum about their idea on peace. This is primary believed to enhance the project activity, but has also turned out to be a place for knowing each other to confirm their friendship. The page is linked to the top page of our project. 


    5: Special activity (optional) 


    Exhibition in each school is an optional activity. For example, several groups of students in Finland, Singapore and Malaysia will set up a special event (religious harmony day, intercultural understanding day or peace day) and exhibit their work there. Another group in Japan will have an exhibition at the school festival  (middle of July) with documental photos of Hiroshima & Nagasaki. This annual activity is dedicated against H&A bombs.
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