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3rd ASIA-EUROPE CLASSROOM (AEC)

INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE

PROJECT FACTSHEET
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CONTACT DETAILS:


NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS OF HIGH SCHOOL OR SECONDARY SCHOOL:


COUNTRY:


PROPOSED PROJECT NAME:


PROJECT DESCRIPTION:


RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT:


EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:


EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:


MINIMUM NUMBER OF SCHOOLS/STUDENTS INVOLVED:


PROPOSED DURATION OF PROJECT:


 ICT TOOLS/ SOFTWARE REQUIRED:                 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED:



Groups of 6-8 students with a pair from each participating schools (3-4 schools) will fix a period of a week of homestay.  The host (pair from one school) will plan a week-long programme for students from the rest of the participating schools.  The programme could include:





cultural and festive occasions happening during that period


school routines, events and highlights or/and an academic/curriculum area for discussion 


food


leisure activities


places of interest


meeting each other's family and friends 





An internet-based platform for the exchange to take place will be used for students to interact, post pictures, journal accounts, share video clip, forum discussion, live chat etc with each other.


















































A group of 60 - 80 students ages 13-14 old with internet -access at home or school, who are keen on homestay experience.  They will exchange via the internet their homestay itinerary and dialogues amongst each other within the group.  A teacher in charge, for each school represented in this project, must  be appointed to help facilitate and monitor the 8-10 homestay groups.   





VIRTUAL HOMESTAY





TAN CHOR PANG





A group of 60 - 80 students ages 13-14 old with internet -access at home or school, who are keen on homestay experience.  They will exchange via the internet their homestay itinerary and dialogues amongst each other within the group.  A teacher in charge, for each school represented in this project, must  be appointed to help facilitate and monitor the 8-10 homestay groups.      





The real homestay experience in any exchange programme is always a very memorable time for students.  The experience allows students to share cultural, lifestyle, educational and other experiences in very personal settings.  The learning is more than just information sharing but also an experiential treat.





However, this is often a costly affair, as it requires at least a 2-way exchange of staying in each other's home for a period.  Moreover, the experience is only restricted to a few individuals, and mostly those who can well afford it or are able to accommodate the homestay of their guests. 





A virtual homestay programme will address all these hurdles although the virtual exchange will not facilitate physical contact.  All other senses and learning could be experienced by a wider audience and amongst more people, depending on the technology tools available to the homestayers and the school.  





The Virtual Homestay has the distinct advantage of 


allowing homestay without having students leave the home country, thus saving on cost


promotes cultural and educational exchange between students and even their parents


forging lasting friendship and understanding among nations of  ASIA and the EUROPE through people-to-people exchange.








This project was successful implemented in 2003 after the 2nd AEC International Teachers’ Conference 2002 held in Finland.  Over 140 students and 10 teachers from Garden International School (Malaysia), Lukio Joutsenon (Finland), Gymnasium Marne (Germany), Kriesgymansium Neustadt (Germany) and Pioneer Secondary (Singapore).  Virtual Homestay – Handshakes around the World has been shortlisted for the AEC Award 2003.





NIL





Pioneer Secondary will make available its internet platform that will facilitate the exchange.  This platform allows formation of groups so that within the group they can post notices, discussion, photos, video clips and share files.  





The project preparation for teachers will commence from Oct 2003.


The project will start in January 2004     


The project will end in March 2004


The project evaluation be completed May 2004 








2-4 Schools from different countries / with 20 – 40 students per school 





PIONEER SECONDARY SCHOOL, SINGAPORE


21 JURONG WEST STREET 81


SINGAPORE 649075





TEL: 67932012


FAX: 67932014





SINGAPORE





Tan Chor Pang - TAN_Chor_Pang@moe.gov.sg
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