NDOLALAK and  HAMBO 

a cultural exchange between Sweden and Java

Project partners

· Senior High School 7 in Purworejo on Java (Indeonesia)

· Torsbergsgymnasiet in Bollnäs (Sweden)

Project idea 

The project deals with culture in its various forms in Java and Sweden. The title refers to the names of two dances that may symbolize culture life in the two countries.  Our students in Bollnäs and Purworejo will work with studies on the main elements of our cultures, e.g.:

· everyday life and customs

· religious traditions and ceremonies

· craft (especially wooden and textile crafts)

· folk-art, folk-music, folk-dancing

· regional literature (especially tales and poems brought from one generation to another by oral tradition).

But we would like to exchange information and studies also concerning

· how we live (how we build houses and plan our towns)

· what we eat

· how young students think and plan for their future

· how our schools are organized and work

Time planning

We hope that we can start our studies at once (September 2002).  We plan to work with one theme a month. The project work starts with a presentation of our towns and regions and the students who will take part in the project work. Some parts of the project work will be carried through as part of the curriculum. For other parts of the project the students will have to be responsible by using their leisure time.   

Means of communication

We will exchange information and presentation of our studies in various ways, e.g. by :

· e-mail

· Internet (web-site) 

· video cassettes

Teachers responsible for the project

· Nikmah Nurbaity  

· Ulla Dahlström

Students involved in the project

The students involved in the project are of the same age – about 18-19 years old. They are all students of a secondary high school. They are all well motivated for this project work. The Swedish group of students belong to a culture class, interested in cultural studies (art, literature, music, dance, traditions etc.). The Swedish students will have their personal pen friends. They would like to be in contact with each other also individually. 

The objects of the project 

· Learning about cultural varieties in Java and Sweden with an aim of making friends and developing understanding, respect and positive attitudes.

· Learning more about teaching and learning methods in two countries.

· Learning how to communicate with young friends in a far-away country.

· Preparing a future exchange of students between the two schools

Two photographs    
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Hambo is a Swedish folk-dance that is very popular in the region where Bollnäs is situated. In July every year, there is a competition where hundreds of dancing couples show up the art of Hambo dancing,  being judged and marked by umpires. The couples wear folk costumes. Each region of Sweden has got its own folk costume. 
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The project leaders during a short break in the AEC meeting in Tampere.

Jan Wickléus, Nikmah Nurbaity and Ulla Dahlström. . 

