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• 1996: Inaugural Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit.

• 1997: ASEF was established under the framework of ASEM 
process.

• 2004: The partnership grew from 25 to 38 countries, plus the 
European Commission.

• 2007: ASEM welcomed 6 new partners: Bulgaria, Romania, 
India, Mongolia, Pakistan and
ASEAN Secretariat (Total: 45 partners)

Background of the

Asia-Europe Foundation



ASEF seeks to promote mutual understanding, 

deeper engagement and continuing 

collaboration among the people of 

Asia and Europe through greater intellectual, cultural, 

and people-to-people exchanges

between the two regions.

ASEF Mission



ASEF Provides:

• Platform for Asia-Europe dialogues

• Permanent networks that reinforce Asia-Europe biregional relations

• Civil society outreach of ASEM

• Interface between civil societies and governments

• Contributions to ASEM

• Recommendations for officials’ consideration

• Ideas and solutions that would not normally emerge in purely civil 
society nor purely inter-governmental processes.



ASEF Thematic Areas:
• Environment & Sustainable Development
• Economy & Society
• Public Health

We deliver cross-cultural enrichment to participants from the two 
regions through conferences, lecture tours, workshops, seminars, and 
the use of web-based platforms.

• Arts & Culture
• Education & Academic Co-operation
• Human Rights & Governance
• Interfaith Dialogue
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Asia-Europe Classroom (AEC-
NET) • Launched in 1998

• Annual Conference launched in 2001

• The only Asia-Europe platform in ASEF catered to 
directly linking secondary and high schools



Asia-Europe Classroom (AEC-
NET) • Involves teachers, students, and schools

• Builds a growing network



Asia-Europe Classroom (AEC-
NET) 

• Promotes usage of 
ICT in various 
forms

• Encourages 
improving access 
to ICT for youth



Principal activities held under the AEC 

framework:
• Annual Conference attended by secondary 

and high school teachers from Asia and 
Europe

• Various AEC online collaborative learning 
projects involving different groups of 
students from secondary and high 
schools of Asia and Europe.

Asia-Europe Classroom (AEC-
NET) 



Asia-Europe Classroom (AEC-
NET) • Aims at creating unique Asia-Europe synergies

• Combination of virtual space (cyber-classroom) and 
physical gatherings (face-to-face exchanges, annual  
conferences)



Annual Conferences
• 1st AEC International Teachers’ Conference : Singapore 2001

• 2nd AEC International Teachers’ Conference : Finland 2002

• 3rd AEC International Teachers’ Conference : Indonesia 2003 

• 4th AEC International Teachers’ Conference : Germany 2004  

• 5th AEC International Teachers’ Conference : China 2005

• 6th AEC-NET Conference : Greece 2006

• 7th AEC-NET Conference : Malaysia 2008 

���� 8th AEC-NET Conference : Denmark 2009



AEC-NET Communications
• Secured Members Module
• Quarterly e-newsletter
• AEC-NET dedicated website
• Email Lists



Award Criteria

• Establishing collaborative partnerships 

• Advancing cultural understanding between Asia and Europe

• Effective application of ICT tools 

• Quality of the presentation of the project (design and structure)

AEC Project Groups that have developed the most 
outstanding online learning platforms / application s 

at the AEC Conference are granted AEC Awards

AEC Projects / AEC Awards



AEC Project: 
Practical Challenges

• Language barrier

• Digital divide 

• Mobility of project co-ordinating teachers

• Continued motivation and commitment

• Availability of time and resources



AEC-NET:  Going Forward
• Political endorsement of AEC-NET

• Visibility

• Financial sustenance vis-à-vis ASEF

• Operational independence of AEC-NET

• Project vs. Network

• Align the AEC-NET with the new strategy of ASEF

• Enlarging AEC-NET with the involvement of new indiv idual 
members, schools, new ASEM countries

• Furthering the engagement of existing alumni of AEC -NET

• Standardisation of toolkit / format / methodology /  
evaluation.



www.asef.org 


